
December 2023 Term 4

Message    
from the
Head of
Campus

For our graduating students, the culmination of
seven to eight years of primary education has
transformed them into well-rounded individuals,
endowed with a robust academic foundation,
strength of character, and a set of skills to guide
them into the next chapter of their educational
endeavours.

Our gratitude to supervisors, parents and
guardians who have played an integral role in
shaping student success this year. You have
partnered with us in navigating the challenges of
remote learning, providing support at home, and
maintaining open lines of communication
throughout. Your involvement and dedication to
your children's education have been instrumental
in enabling learning growth and a strong sense of
community. 

As we look ahead to the next school year, we are
filled with optimism because we are a stronger
community to shape our approach to education.
We look forward to our new teachers, Madlen
Stringer and Rhys Moyne, and learning SSO,
Jonathan Altmann joining us in the new year. With
almost a full team of teachers, we are better
equipped to facilitate learning growth and
respond to challenges. Adjusting to Microsoft
Teams and timetable changes might test our
resilience, but as we have always demonstrated,
we are adaptable and capable of learning new
skills and ways of operating. 

We look forward to catching up with everyone
before summer break. Let’s celebrate the
successes of this year and strengthen our
commitment to continue to provide a nurturing
and enriching educational experience for our
students.

Best wishes,
Lai Kuan Lim

As we approach the end of 2023, this year's last
edition of the school newsletter offers a moment
for reflection and celebration. It has been a year of
growth and unity, and we are immensely proud of
the accomplishments of our students, staff, and
community.

A heartfelt thank you to our dedicated teachers
and support staff who have worked tirelessly to
create a nurturing and stimulating learning
environment. Your enthusiasm and dedication to
your work create a positive experience for
everyone in the community. 

Once again, our students have demonstrated
dedication and resilience in navigating the
challenges of online learning, consistently
completing their daily assignments and making
notable strides in their educational journeys. Our
Student Council has also worked enthusiastically
over the year to organise activities and assemblies
to strengthen student camaraderie. A special
commendation is also in order for our Reception
and graduating students, who have exhibited
remarkable growth during their time at SOTA. In
the span of just one year, our Reception students
have demonstrated significant academic and social
progress. 



SOTA Speak | School of the Air Newsletter 

Outback Parents and Friends Association (OPFA)
An opportunity for the parents, supervisors and staff of students enrolled with the Port
Augusta School of the Air (SOTA) to discuss any aspects associated with the school.

SOTA Committee of Governing Council (CGC)
The SOTA CGC discusses governance issues that require further consideration from OPFA
meetings.

OPFA/CGC upcoming meeting dates
All meetings at 3:00pm 

OPFA:Week 3 (T1) 2024 Wednesday 14 February

CGC: Week 4 (T1) 2024 Wednesday 21 February  
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EVENTS 2023

Get Together: 8 - 9 December

OPFA and SOTA CGC
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Face to Face Event Dates
2024

Summer School @ Port Augusta: 5-8 February

School Experience Week @ Port Augusta: 18-21 March

Camp - Nunyara in Belair, Adelaide: 1-5 July 

Mini-School: 23-26 September

Get Together @ Port Augusta: 6-7 December
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Term 4  Week 4

Miss Megan: 
Eli for his fantastic improvement in
handwriting and for putting in a big effort on
Monday mornings during the Sounds-Write
lessons.

Miss Jo & Miss Kiah:
Clem for increased engagement on WebEx
and asking for help when needed. Keep up
the great work!

Miss Morley: 
Eli for excellent reflective thinking in HASS
and his perseverance and application of
feedback in Maths. 

Miss Kaur:
Micah for active participation in all class
discussions and excellent listening skills
throughout the week

Ms Mel: 
Ruby for diligent leadership as President of
SOTA Student Council working tirelessly for
the school.

Term 4  Week 6

Miss Megan:
Roy for is diligent reading practise and
excellent fluency readings. Roy has been an
eager participant in all of his lessons and his
follow up written work and video uploads
demonstrate his strong effort to grow as a
learner.

Miss Jo & Miss Kiah:
Charlotte for making huge improvements
with her work returns and focus in class. 

Miss Morley: 
Lawson for his excellent progress in reading
and dedicated commitment to improving in
Maths.

Miss Kaur:
Lucy for putting in an outstanding effort in
all learning tasks and making leaps and
bounds in her learning.

Ms Mel: 
Jacob for his excellent work ethic to ensure
he has a strong end to his year.  

Miss Megan ‘s Special SOTA STAR
Lenny for his eagerness during transition
lessons and his confidence in becoming a
Reception student next year.
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Miss Megan - Reception
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This term in English our students have been engaged in many activities developing their  
confidence in expressing their opinions. Here are some examples where the students have
voiced their thoughts using words and pictures. through writing and drawing. A focus book

used during this learning has been ‘Dharma the Llama’.

A world with/without
music.... 

Simba

Eli

 Roy
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Emmett 

Edward

Remy

Beau
In the book ‘Dharma the
Llama’ I like/don’t like...  How I feel about 

books...



Miss Jo / Miss Kiah- Year 1/2
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This term in Science our students have been learning all things Earth and Space. 
We have explored the changing sky, both day and night and the planets that orbit the Sun.
Students demonstrated their knowledge through annotated diagrams, sequential drawings

and created flip-books demonstrating the moons position throughout the night.  

Alex Honey-May

Lilly

Clem
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LismaDan

Jack Charlotte

Sanaisha



Miss Morley - Year 3/4
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This term the 3/4 class has been exploring a range of fascinating learning areas. In HASS we
have examined laws, rules, and the role of the government, before designing our own potential
laws and their legal consequences. In Science we researched and experimented with changes
to the Earth’s surface, and in English we explored narratives, examining narrative elements and

writing our own each Fortnight in our Big Write program. 

We have had a wonderful and full-on end of the year - Thank you Year 3-4s for being an
amazing class for my first year here - Miss Morley

Jayden

Jase

Lawson
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George

Bonnie

Eli



Lara

Annastasia

Shaquille
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Miss Kaur - Year 5/6
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This Term, in Science, we have been learning about different types of natural
disasters. Students also made their own seismograph, a device used to measure
earthquakes. We also, learnt about the geography of India in HASS and how the
1947 partition changed the map of India. We learnt all about angles in Maths and
did some amazing story writing in English. 
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Ms Mel - Year 7

Jacob - PE

Abby - PE

Ryder - PE
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Stella - Geography

Aurelia - Science

Ruby - Math
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Hello! I look forward to meeting all of you, especially the fantastic kids
I’ll be teaching in 2024. 

I’ll be moving to Port Augusta with my cat and dog from Kimba where
I have lived and worked as a teacher for the past 5 years. Before my
life as a teacher, I was a Governess in Queensland, so I am thankful to
have some background knowledge of how distance education works.
I don’t have many hobbies, but enjoy reading or going for a walk/hike
with my small dog. I am excited to begin my SOTA journey under the
wonderful guidance of the SOTA team. 

See you in 2024!
Best wishes
Ms Stringer

Rhys Moyne - Itinerant Teacher 2024
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Hi! My name is Rhys Moyne and I will be joining SOTA as an itinerant teacher starting
next year. 

I have been teaching Digital Technologies, Health and Physical Education and
Outdoor Education at a high school level both in South Australia and North
Queensland for the past five years. I am excited about the opportunity to work again
with primary school students which is what I originally trained in.

I am an active person that loves sport, exercise, travel and meeting new people.
When I am not at work you can usually find me outdoors either running, hiking, riding
my mountain bike or participating in team sport. I am very excited to be joining the
team at SOTA and looking forward to getting to know both students and families in
my new role. I look forward to meeting you all soon.

Jonathon Altmann - Learning Support 2024
Hello everyone! My name is Jonathon Altmann and will be working as learning support SSO in SOTA in 2024. I
have lived in Port Augusta for most of my life but spent ten years in Mount Isa QLD working underground as
an exploration driller on a range of special projects to support the geology team to find out more about the
ground, some of these were very interesting projects.

During my days off while in Mount Isa I taught music privately as I completed a Bachelor of Music
Performance on the guitar at the Elder Conservatorium prior to my time in QLD. During this time, I was also
able to help with the Mount Isa Eisteddfod which has been running for over 50 years in which many of my
students entered and ranked. Currently, I am involved with the Port Augusta Salvation Army band and teach a
cohort of music students in Port Augusta in a private setting. 

My interests when I’m not spending time with my two children or doing 
anything music-related involve archery, welding and woodworking.

I look forward to meeting you all very soon and getting stuck into the 
school year. 

Madlen Stringer - Class Teacher 2024 
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RICE
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Term 4 has flown by so quickly for preschool. Three children have started transition with
SOTA, and three new children have started their preschool journey with RICE. Group 1
children investigated all things pirates last week, with a couple of Polly, the Parrots and
even a Mopoke to sit on a pirate’s shoulder, chests full of treasure, hats, an eye patch, sord,
and maps. I am so grateful to families engaging their children in dramatic play experiences.
Group 2 children worked on different forms of transport and ways of moving around our
beautiful country. Everyone made a vehicle to join in an online performance of Travelling
Around Australia. 

Thank you to the amazing families out there, it has been a pleasure working with you. 

Tania 
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Reviewer: Jack (Eagles)
Title: Imagine That!
Author and illustrator: It’s 
written by Elizabeth Best and
illustrated by Paul Harrison
What’s it about: When Joe’s 
mum leaves, he leads Peter 
under his house into his 
secret tunnel. Joe knew there
was light, but Peter didn’t, 
so he was scared. They heard footsteps, Peter
thought it was a burglar but Joe already knew it
was his dad. Peter still thought it was a burglar,
Joe didn’t want to jump on him because it was his
dad so Peter jumped on him. 
It was a terrible mistake of Peter’s. Then Peter
came to Joe and said to him ‘You knew it was
your dad the whole time, didn’t you?’ in a very
angry voice. 
The End  
I would recommend this book to 7 to 9 years old
because there are some tricky words.
Rating: 9.5/10

Dear SOTA students, parents and govies,
For the last issue of SOTA Speak we have had a lot of reviews come in!
I’d like to give a shout out to a very special young man - Jack! He sent in a book review for every single
SOTA Speak this year! For our last issue he actually sent in three book reviews, but unfortunately the
rules say only one review per person per issue, so we put in the first one he sent through. 
Thankyou to everyone who sent in a book review this year, I have had so much fun
reading about everyone’s favourite books and putting them into SOTA Speak! I really hope you
continue sending in reviews next year.
Best of luck for 2024 at SOTA!

Stella                                                                                                                      
Student Council Learning Leader

Reviewer: Lawson, Eagles

SOTA Book Club
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Reviewer: Stella (Brumbies)
Title: The Insignificant Events In The Life Of A Cactus
Author: Dusti Bowling
What it’s about: This book is about a girl called Aven was born 
without arms. She has lots of friends at her school but then when 
her family moves to Arizona she has to deal with people being 
rude to her and she has to make new friends.
Rating: I love this book, it is my all time favourite! 10/10!
Age recommendation: I recommend this book for strong readers 
Year 5 and up.
This book is part of a duology, and the second book - Momentous 
Events In The Life Of A Cactus - is actually better in my opinion, 
and for kids Year 7 and up.
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Title: Grace on the Court
Author: Maddy Proud
Reviewer: Ruby (Eagles)
What I rate it: 9/10
Age recommendation: 10+
What it is about: The book is about a girl named Grace and she is
obsessed with netball. Grace and her best friends, Stella and Mia are
transitioning to high school, and they try out for the A grade netball
team and make it! Grace has to face Ambur Burns, her enemy.
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Book Title: The Adventures of Captain Underpants
Author: Dave Pilkey
Reviewer: Nelson (Eagles)
Age Recommendations: 6+
Rating: 10/10
What it is about: Two boys called George Beard and Harold Hutchins
who are best friends. They are in year 4 and love to play pranks and
make comic books. The principal of the school Mr Krupp is very
bossy and strict and loves to be mean to the boys. The boys
hypnotised Mr Krupp with the hypno ring and turned him into one of
the characters from their comics.

Reviewer: Winsome (Eagles)
‘Wolf Girl 4’ by Ahn Dho 
Age group: 9 and up
What it’s about: Wolf Girl 4 is about a girl, called Wolf Girl, who has
just found a person who knows her mum. Wolf Girl has been looking
for her family for a very long time and excitingly one of her dogs has
found its old owner.  
I loved this book and I recommend it to everyone. It was a fun story
that was quite easy to read.
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Title: James and the Giant Peach
Author: Roald Dahl
Reviewer: Jayden (Dingoes)
What is it about:  I find this book appealing because it is
adventure about a boy, James. The story is a little bit sad
because James’ parents were eaten by a rhinoceros, so he had
to live with unkind aunties that made him stay inside. One day,
he went inside a giant peach and found insects that said they
have been waiting for him. Read the book for his adventure in
the giant peach!
Rating: 10/10
Recommendation: 6+

Title: Don’t pat the wombat 
Author: Elizabeth Honey
Reviewer: Micah (Dingoes)
What it is about:  I like this book because it’s about Jonah’s naughty
adventures. He gets into trouble from riding his bike to school.
Jonah’s teacher, The Bomb hates him and the other school kids. He
has a car and doesn’t care about his belongings. His car is full of dint
and scratches and the school kids hate him.  Read this book for the
naughty adventures! 
Age recommendation: 6+
Rating: 6/10 
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Title: Home of the Blizzard
Author: Douglas Mawson
Reviewer: Lily (Eagles)
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Mini School



8 D E C E M B E R
F R I D A Y

Venue:  Standpipe

Venue:  Port Augusta Golf
Course 3.30pm onwards

Hat,  lunchbox, label led water-bottle,  sneakers,  white t-shirt
8.30 -  Athletics Practice
10.30 -  Recess
11.00 -  DunnART Workshop
1.00 -  Lunch
1.30 -  APPS Colour Run
2.30 -  Pick-up

SCHOOL @ SOTA

GRADUATION DINNER

WOOLSHOW  (Community Event)

Venue: Outback Centre/APPS Oval

7pm - 9pm parents to pick up from The Standpipe

(Parents are responsible for duty of care during this event)

G E T  T O G E T H E R
P R O G R A M



G E T  T O G E T H E R
P R O G R A M

9 D E C E M B E R
S A T U R D A Y

Venue:  West Augusta Footbal l  Club
4.30pm - 6pm   

Venue: Outback Centre/APPS Oval
Hat,  water-bottle,  sneakers
8.00 Art Competit ion Open in the Outback Centre
8.30am*: -  events start
(8am start i f  forecast is  38 degrees and over)

-  Presentations
-Pack up
Corral l ’s  Coffee Food Truck to be serving food and drink 

Venue:  West Augusta Footbal l  Club
(Parents are responsible for duty of care from this time onwards)
6pm:               -Dinner service begins + bar opens
                       -Music performance with Storm Front Productions
7pm:                 -DES Disco 
7.45pm:            -Special Christmas Guest

SPORTS DAY @ SOTA

SCHOOL AWARDS PRESENTATION 

END OF YEAR CELEBRATION  (OPFA & DES EVENT)

- Welcome 
- Perfomance 
- Year 7 Graduation
- Awards


