
 

 
Message 
from the 
Head of 
Campus 
 
Happy kids, happy school?  
 
If what matters most to you is your children’s  
happiness, the results of 2022 Student Wellbeing 
and Engagement survey by Department of 
Education might provide some reassurance. In term 
1, Years 4 to 12 students were invited to complete 
the survey.  I’m pleased to report that SOTA had not 
only a very high participation rate but it was much 
higher than the year before. In response to the 
questions on happiness, 65% of SOTA respondents  
reported a high level of wellbeing, with the 
remaining at medium level. SOTA students also 
reported a high wellbeing in relation to their 
connectedness to school, sense of belonging,  
school climate, and in all questions regarding their 
engagement with school.  
 
The survey responses are most encouraging as we 
continue with our daily effort to bring joy to SOTA 
kids. Santa, in his fancy red suit, brings joy on one 
special day with loads of presents and jovial ‘ho ho 
ho’, whilst SOTA staff, supervisors and parents do 
so with no celebratory fanfare, jingle or costume - 
honest daily grind, quietly warming and arming the 
hearts and minds of our students. I celebrate all of 

you for putting the love of life and learning in SOTA 
children.  
 
High wellbeing provides one of the necessary 
conditions to support student learning and growth.  
In SOTA, as we all know, learning takes place 
beyond attending the two hours of daily Webex 
lessons. The effort of supervisors and family make a 
significant difference to wellbeing and learning too.  
They introduce, develop and maintain learning 
routines that support students to participate 
enthusiastically on WebEX, and engage in follow up 
work and daily reading independently. Together 
with the effort of teachers, our students are 
growing up in a positive SOTA learning 
environment.  
 
In an effort to sustain this high level of wellbeing 
and engagement, a proposal was put forward to 
consider how best to deliver quality learning in 
2023.  In addition to input by CGC and OPFA 
members, over 77% of parent community 
responded to a survey on delivery models. Whils t  
the opinions might be different, it is amply clear 
that the community is engaged and cares about 
how education is provided. SOTA staff will continue 
to work through the survey findings to determine a 
quality learning environment that will best look 
after the interest of our students.  
 
See you all in Port Lincoln!  
 
 
 
Best wishes 
Lai Kuan Lim 
 
 
 

June 2022 Term 2 
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Events 

NAIDOC Week: 3 – 10 July 

Camp: 25 - 29 July 

Pupil Free Days: 8-9 August 

Mini Schools: 26-30 September 

Get Together: 9-10 December 
 

OPFA and SOTA CGC 
Outback Parents and Friends 

Association (OPFA) 

An opportunity for the parents, supervisors and staff 
of students enrolled with the Port Augusta School of 
the Air (SOTA) to discuss any aspects associated with 

the school. 

SOTA Committee of Governing Council 
(CGC) 

The SOTA CGC discuss governance issues that require 
further discussion from OPFA meetings. 

OPFA/CGC upcoming meeting dates 

All meetings at 3:30pm  

OPFA:   Week 3 (T3) Wednesday 10 August (WebEx) 

CGC:    Week 4 (T4) Wednesday 17 August (WebEx) 

 
With then end of term 2, and the beginning of term 3, 
almost upon us, it’s time to start prepping those kids 
for SOTA’s Got Talent for Port Lincoln camp! After the 
postponement of term 1, we are so excited to be 
heading to this wonderful camp site again and enjoy 
the amazing opportunities that part of the Peninsula 
can offer. Camp for next year is being discussed at 
OPFA level, with tentative bookings being made and 
responses being waited on. We have now found out 
that mini school can’t be at Woomera due to defence 

restrictions being in place (again!) but it will still go 
ahead in Port Augusta. Next year is open to ideas for 
Mini School, with location thoughts always welcome 
to widen the variety for the kids. The trial structure for 
SOTA’s staffing is being heavily discussed at all levels 
and we hope to bring you an outcome soon with what 
2023 will look like for our students and families.  
 
Thanks 
Petie – Chair SOTA CGC 
Leisa – Chair OPFA 

 

Distance Education 
Supervisors 

 
 

I hope everyone is having an 
excellent term 2! The DES 
group have been in full swing 
planning the DES ball that is to 
come on the 9th of July. We will 
be having a raffle at the ball 
with some wonderful 

donations as prizes to win. The raffle is open to 
everyone within the community, so if you cannot 
attend the ball, you can still get in on the amazing 
prizes! There will be more information on this to 
come. The funded resources will be coming to families 
in term 3! We hope you have a fantastic rest of you 
term.  
 
The DES group. 

 
 

Premier’s Be Active 
Challenge 

The PbaC is back for its 16th year. It aims to encourage 
physical activity across schools. Prizes are up for grabs. 
The goal is to do at least 60 minutes of physical 
activity/day on at least 5 days/week for one month. 
Information can be found at www.pbac.sa.edu.au   

http://www.pbac.sa.edu.au/
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Term 2 Week 4 

Miss Emma 

Daniel for being a hard-working, responsible, and 

caring classmate during School Experience Week. 

 

Miss Sara: 

Jase for showing respect and great learning in online 

lessons especially breakout session 

 

Ms C and Miss Tennessee: 

Mareike for participating and facilitating discussions 

and group work in breakout rooms. 

Cody for engagement in Webex lesson and his 

contribution with class discussions. 

 

Ms Mel: 

Stella for her excellent English work this week. She 

wrote responses that were thoughtful and detailed. 

 

 

 

Term 2 Week 6 

Miss Emma: 

Lisma for her positive attitude and willingness to have 

a go after returning from her trip. 

 

Miss Sara: 

Eli for showing kindness and positive attitude in his 

learning. 

 

Ms C and Miss Tennessee: 

Anakin for using topic specific vocabulary in Maths 

discussions to show his understanding. 

Micah for continuously trying his best in all online 

lessons, and for his active contribution to our class. 

 

Ms Mel:  

Ryder for his positive attitude and adaptability on 

lessons, it’s great to see his skills as a learner growing. 
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MK’s Home Visits 
Term 2 Week 5 
Back on the road after SEW and Covid leave I headed back to The Twins to see Ryder, Eli and Lawson. Plenty of 
footy and hockey was played. I also saw first-hand the damage caused along the Stuart Highway by Term 1 
floods. “Lake” Glendambo was still very expansive. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Term 2 Week 6 

Week 6 took me back up the Stuart Highway to visit Ruby and Nelson at Arcoona. Both have started playing footy 
at Roxby Downs so I passed on a few hints. We played lots of hockey also. Thanks for the trip to Roxby Downs 
station and then Roxby Downs itself, home to a great Chinese restaurant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 2 Week 7 
My first visit back to Lake Everard since May 2020 to catch up with Annastasia was filled with hockey, craft, chooks 
and a guided tour of the station. 

 

 

 

 

MK 
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Miss Megan’s Home Visits 
Since our last issue of SOTA Speak I have been busy on the road and visiting some more of our wonderful students 
and their families.  

At Sam and Winsome’s I met up with Trish from REVISE and we taught together. It was a real privilege spending 
some of my evenings with her. Thank you Trish for the great company. 

As usual Sam and Winsome were busy with their learning and made me feel very welcome in their school room. 

My next visit should have been to The Peake but as it was cancelled due to poor road conditions, I was lucky 
enough to make an Itinerant visit to work with Ruby and Nelson. After schoolwork was done, we practised hockey 
together each day and they introduced the ‘3 Second Rule’ game which I thoroughly enjoyed. 

The following week the roads had dried up considerably and I was able travel up to Magenta’s. During this visit 
she amazed me with her skills on a rip-stick and her ability to ride bare back while maintaining her balance without 
even holding on to her horse! 

As I write to you, I am in Stella’s schoolroom. Last night she joined me in a big game of ‘5 Second Rule’ and it was 
a lot of fun. 

Every student has worked well during my visits, and I would like to say a big thankyou to you all. 

Miss Megan 
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Miss Emma’s Reception/ 1 
 

In Mathematics, Reception and Year 1 students have been learning about Australian Coins. They watched 
a video about how the Australian Mint designs and make coins. Students then designed their own coins.  
As part of their Visual Arts unit on colour, students have learnt about the different colours that make up 
the rainbow and made their own ROY G BIV characters. 
During our Sounds Write lessons Year 1 students have been learning about the different spellings for the 
sound /ae/. 
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Miss Sara’s 2/3 
Term 2 has been fantastic and productive for us! We did great learning and enjoyed catching up with 
friends during School Experience Week. We went back in time at Wadlata Outback Centre and 
experienced some Japanese culture with the Japanese teachers. In Maths, we have been learning about 
fractions and counting change. For English, we have been learning how to create an imaginative piece of 
text focusing on characterisation using noun groups. We have observed how the addition and removal 
of heat can create changes in solids and liquids through Science investigations. In Arts, we have been 
creating stories by adding sound effects and producing artwork using colour, lines and patterns. 
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Miss Tennessee’s and Ms C’s Year 4/5 
In English, we have been learning how to respond to different texts like painting and novels. This will also 
support to respond to the class novel ‘The Goat who sailed the world’.  

The year 4s have been learning about the two continents Africa and South America. They examined a range of 
natural and man made landmarks and identified which country they are from. In science, we have looked at 
food webs and how scientist classify different living things. 

In Maths we have been learning to read, write, order and represent decimals in different ways. We have also 
been investigating and identifying equivalent fractions and decimals.  

The Year 5 class in geography created travel itineraries to visit natural and human made landmarks in Europe 
and North America. We have started our new geography topic about natural disasters and are creating  
presentations about either Australian floods or Australian bushfires. In Science we have conducted lots of 
experiments to explore the properties of different states of matter and how matter can change state based on 
temperature.  
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Ms Mel’s Year 6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ruby has been working with Abby to 
create an informative eBook about Sri 

Lanka in Geography.   

Stella created a painterly portrait using her favourite 
‘marks’ and knowledge of portrait dimensions. 

Jacob also painted a portrait using some abstract 

ideas and his different types of ‘marks’.  

Ryder tested how different materials can 
cause rust and the rate at which it forms.  

Aurelia produced a detailed scientific report 

describing her rust experiment.  

Abby identified some excellent examples of evaluative 
language from our mentor texts Gladys by Jackie French. 

Sam interviewed the one and only Trish from REVISE for his 
media arts project.  

Beau has been working on fraction 
patterns and finding arithmetic and 

geometric patterns.   
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Interview with Year 4 Mareike  
 

A journalist from a German newspaper contacted the Department of Education to request an interview 
with a student from School of the Air.  The journalist heard about the school when she worked in 
Nullabor in 2015, and wanted to share how the education experience of outback community with her 
readers. Our year 4 student, Mareike represented the school with pride in the interview, and was most 
articulate in describing how learning works in SOTA. Her aspirations also show a sense of socio-
ecological justice that is shaped by her engagement of ideas about the world through conversations, 
literature, media and school. We are so proud of Mareike for having big dreams to be an active 
contributor to her community, making the effort to improve lives wherever she goes.  

Mareike’s mother, Stef kindly offered a translation of the interview to help those of us who are not 
fluent in written German.  
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Technology Support 
 

Adding Multiple Mailboxes to Outlook 

You may find it difficult to juggle school EdPass email inboxes and other mailboxes if you have multiple children. 

Please follow the steps below to add almost any type of mailbox, including EdPass and Gmail, to Outlook on any 
Windows computer. 

1. Use the Windows Search in the bottom left to find and open Outlook 

2. If this is your first time opening Outlook on the computer, follow the on-screen steps to add your first 
mailbox 

a. Enter your Name, Email Address and Password and click Next 

b. Wait for Outlook to configure your account and click Finish 

3. After adding a mailbox, Outlook will open to your inbox 

4. To begin adding additional mailboxes, first click File in the top left 

5. At the top, under Account Information, click the + Add Account button 

6. Enter an email address, e.g., firstname.lastname###@schools.sa.edu.au or stationame@gmail.com, and 
click Connect 

7. Follow the steps in the popup window to log into your account 

a. If prompted to Search for your site, select the EdPass Portal option at the top 

b. Enter your EdPass username/email and password and complete the login process 

8. The added mailbox will now appear under your other mailboxes on the left of Outlook 

a. To expand or minimise a mailbox, click the small arrow to the left of the mailbox name 

b. To reorder mailboxes, left-click and hold the mailbox name and drag it above or below your 
other mailboxes on the left 

9. Done! Repeat the process to add additional mailboxes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:firstname.lastname###@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:stationame@gmail.com
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Jack from headspace can support you 
when there is too much happening.
Connecting with people, talking about 
things and staying active can help clear 
your head.
If you are aged between 12-25, in town 
or on a station, headspace is your safe 
space to yarn.

got a lot going on?
there’s no shame talking about it.

flying 
headspace

Port Augusta

visiting far north  
regions, including:

oodnadatta, 
marree, hawker  

& leigh creek
To find out more; 
email: headspace.pa@cobh.org.au 
phone: 8641 4300 
visit: www.headspace.org.au

headspace National Youth Mental Health Foundation is funded 
by the Australian Government Department of Health

telephone and video conferencing 
also available for remote stations
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