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Student Engagement @ OAC
Hi everyone! We're Mai and Siobhan, and we are two occupational therapy students from UniSA.
We've been here for 4 weeks so far to run a project on supporting student engagement at OAC.

Throughout these 4 weeks, we've spoken to students, staff, and parents to find out more about the
issues surrounding engagement. We've sent out surveys, conducted interviews, and got to meet many

students in your classes! This poster is a summary of all of our findings.  

Here are all the percentages of students across different year levels who responded to our survey!

We sent out
surveys to all
staff and
students,
and
conducted
interviews
with staff
and parents!
This graph
shows how
many people
responded.
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Implementation

WE ARE HERE!



WHAT MAKES
LEARNING HARDER

WHAT MAKES
LEARNING EASIER

Study environment (noise,
other people)
The internet, games

Distractions

Not sleeping well 
Tiredness & fatigue

Energy

Talking and social aspects
Being put on the spot
Fear of being wrong

Nerves & Anxiety

Slow internet 
Learning to use programs
Mics and webcams not
working

Technical Difficulties

Overwhelming workload
Lesson too fast or slow
Not enough time to respond
Not interested in content
Not knowing what's required

Demands of work

Unexpected changes (for
some)
Fitting school around life and
commitments  

Routine

Getting to know teachers and
peers online
High school structure makes
it hard to build relationships
with teachers

Building Relationships 

WHAT YOU (THE STUDENTS!) SAID

Taking care of yourself
(have breakfast, drinking
water)
Good mood & energy

Being 'ready to learn'

Good rapport with
teachers
Being encouraged to
participate (but not
pushed)
Multimodal options for
interaction (text,
whiteboard, talking)

Interaction

Healthy daily routine
Understanding what to do
and expect

Routine & Structure

Their enthusiasm!
Humour and jokes
Getting positive feedback
and encouragement
Creating a safe space to
have a go (and make
mistakes) 

Teachers!

Interest in the topic
Lesson pace not too fast
or too slow
Lessons are fun,
interactive & personalised 

Demands of work

Good noise level, lighting
Adequate space

Study environment

Drinking water, eating breakfast or a
snack before class
Set alarms for class reminders
Set small goals to keep on top of
homework

Routine

Pacing yourself & taking breaks
Using fidgets & 'doing two things'
(toys, play-dough, drawing) 
Practice mindfulness exercises
Setting up a supportive study space
that minimises distraction
Turning on webcam as an
accountability tool to keep on task

Self-Regulation & attention

Providing an overview of what the
lesson will involve (predictability!)
Setting clear instructions &
expectations of what is required
Breaking lessons into several short
activities 
Incorporating students' interests
and of course.... Brain breaks!

Content Delivery

{ IN THE CLASSROOM}

Interactive, hands-on activities
Encouraging and prompt input in
discussion (even if you get it wrong!)
Building and prioritising rapport
Asking students how they prefer to
interact and learn

Teaching Style

Legend:

HELPFUL
STRATEGIES AND

HABITS

This is a summary of your survey results and what you and your home supervisors have said to us in class and
interviews!

{ SELF-DIRECTED STUDY}

Influenced by 



WHAT TEACHERS SAID!

Build rapport as a foundation 
Build confidence through empathy  
Multimodal options to allow low
pressure engagement (anonymity of
the whiteboard, text)
'Create safety' to give input (and be
wrong!)
Allow plenty of time for answers
Positive reinforcement and feedback

Interaction

Interactive and hands on activities
Breaking lessons up into several short
activities for attention  
Use humour - memes, jokes etc
Explaining assignments: multimodal
(written & verbal) 
Determine appropriate level of
content/challenge
Relate content to students' interests

Content Delivery

Discuss importance of study spaces 
Support building healthy routines
Incorporate mindfulness into class 
Follow up 'readiness to learn' scale
with targeted prompts and strategies 
Ask 'two things you'd like your
teacher to know'
Be open, honest and normalise
challenges 

Student Health & Wellbeing

This is a summary of the staff survey results and what staff members have said to us in interviews!

 STRATEGIES AND SUPPORTS

We asked 16 staff
what engagement
looks like to them.
Here are the results

of 13 survey responses
and 10 interviews! 

Use collaborative whiteboard games
and puzzles (crosswords, word
searches, etc.)
Online mini games
Read a book passage
Give students opportunities to choose
an activity

Brain Breaks

Prompt students to schedule in
time for class, homework and
breaks
Use surveys at the end of lesson to
gauge students' feedback 
Keep similar pacing throughout
lessons 
Setting clear expectations 

Consistent Predictable Routine 

Screen sharing - to explain
homework, guide students through
technical difficulties 
Allow students to share screens
Stay up-to-date with
technological processes and
changes

Technology 


